	Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship

	The Schwab Foundation provides a global platform to promote social entrepreneurship as a key element to advance societies and address social problems in an innovative and effective manner.

The Schwab Foundation searches for leading social entrepreneurs around the world. Social Entrepreneurs have been selected into the Foundation’s network after a thorough due diligence process, including outside expert reviews and site visits. Until today, the network includes over 120 social entrepreneurs.

When selecting the members for its network, the Schwab Foundation applies a number of criteria that together characterize an outstanding social entrepreneur. The selection criteria are:

· Innovation: the candidate has brought about social change by transforming traditional practice. 

· Reach and Scope: the social entrepreneur’s initiative has spread beyond its initial context and has been adapted successfully to other settings in the country or internationally. 

· Replicability: the initiative can be adapted to other regions of the world to solve similar problems. 

· Sustainability: the candidate has generated the social conditions and/or institutions needed to sustain the initiative. If set up as a non-profit, the organisation is achieving some degree of financial self-sustainability through fees or revenues or is engaged in creating mutually beneficial partnerships with business and/or the public sector. If set up as a for-profit, the orientation toward social and environmental value creation predominates, with financial return treated as a secondary means to an end, rather than an end in itself. 

· Direct positive social impact: the candidate has founded, developed and implemented the entrepreneurial initiative directly, together with poor or marginalised beneficiaries and stakeholders. Impact manifests itself in quantifiable results and testimonials and is well documented. 

· Role model: the candidate is an individual who can serve as a role model for future social entrepreneurs and the general public. 

· Mutual value-added: candidates must demonstrate an interest in building a national and global network of outstanding social entrepreneurs. 


Since 2005, the Schwab Foundation has been collaborating with media partners to select the "Social Entrepreneur of the Year"http://www.schwabfound.org. Winners join the global Schwab Foundation network and have access to the benefits provided by the Foundation.

The Foundation strives to be the preferred partner for companies and social investors seeking to support social entrepreneurs around the world.

Contact Information 
For more information, please contact info@schwabfound.org or visit  


